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might just throw in a little aside here, and I know that Senator
Warner probably agrees with me, but if we don't get some roads
built in the rural Nebraska we may have to post t hose s igns,
ladies and gentlemen, at below 55 miles an hour because it will
jar the fillings out of your teeth if you drive over them much
faster than that. But, if you need to have a road posted for
less than 55, you can do so for safety purposes, that can be
done. It is being done now, of course, and can be done, if it' s
necessary, on gr eater s tretches of road. I just want to have
some equity, ladies and gentlemen, between rural N e braska a nd
the interstate system. I want to emphasize one more factor, and
that is that if you enact the 5 mile per hour cushion and it
becomes a part of the i nterstate system, you ar e go ing t o
inc'ease the amount of traffic on the interstate, which is all
right, but by volume of traffic alone then you will say we need
to spend more mo ney on the interstate and less money on the
rural roads. So every single rural area legislator is going to
be finding himself with fewer tax dollars eventually because of
the pressure on the interstate. I emphasize once again wh y I
think Senator Chambers' amendment makes s ense, and that is
b ecause all of that area in Douglas County, which w'.ll now b e
subjected to a strict 5 5 mile per hour interpretation, you' d
better come back, if you don't adopt the Chambers amendment, you
had better come back and appropriate many hundreds of thousands
of dollars additional for the Highway Patrol because you are
going to have to have hundreds, if not thousands, of tr oopers
out there to enforce that statute. If you don't enforce it, if
you don't enforce it the public is going to thumb their nose at
it, they are going to thumb their nose at it. If you want to be
made real fools of yourselves, just enforce, say we are going to
enforce a 55 mile an hour speed limit in downtown Omaha. It' s
not going to happen, ladies and gentlemen. That has n't be en
true since the day they' ve built the thing. And they are making
automobiles better, safe:, highways are better and safer,
enforcement is better so that we can police the thing better. I
t hink the Chambers amendment makes a lot of sense and I thin k
that my am endment m akes a lot of s ense. I app reciate and
welcome Senator Elmer's support, and I hope that others will see
the wisdom of it also.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. While the Leg islature i s in
session and c apable of t"ansacting business, I propose to sign
and I d o s i gn LB 7 8, LB 32 9 , LB 164 , L B 30 7 , LB 358 , LB 45 6,
LB 526, LB 587, and LB 679. For purposes of discussion on the
amer Ment to the amendment, Senator Hefner, your l i gh t i s on ,
followed by Senators Marsh and Pappas.

3178


